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Over 75,000 Georgians are homeless 
at some time during the year. 
(Estimation using predictive model) 

 
 
 

                
 

 Homelessness in Georgia 
 
 

 
   How many people are homeless in Georgia? 
The difficulties of counting the homeless in any single community, much 
less a large state, have been discussed in detail by both researchers and 
advocates for the homeless.  Therefore, it is impossible to provide a single, 
definitive, and indisputable number of persons who are homeless in 
Georgia.  However, it is important to have at least some understanding of 
the magnitude and scope of the problem.  Fortunately, a significant amount 
of data from multiple sources is available to indicate how many people in 
the state face the dreadful prospect of having no place to live. 
 

In 2003, the U.S. Congress passed legislation requiring that 
Continuums of Care (CoC) conduct point-in-time homeless counts 
once every two years. The CoCs that cover Chatham, Clarke, 
Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton, Muscogee, and Richmond counties conduct 
homeless counts annually or biennially.  Because the Balance of 
the State covers 152 counties, many of them rural, the Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has always conducted 
an annual count of persons in shelters and transitional housing, 
but until 2008 did not have a feasible way to count unsheltered 
homeless people.  Beginning this year, DCA used a sampling 
methodology and predictive model developed by statistics faculty 
at Kennesaw State University to address this challenge.  For 

2008, the methodology took the unsheltered homeless count in 23 counties to arrive at a predicted 
count of unsheltered homeless persons by county for the entire state.  The count data used in 2008 
included counts from 2007, when all of the Georgia CoCs conducted counts, and 2008 when a 
number of counties in the Balance of the State CoC and a few of the other CoCs conducted counts.  
The counts conducted in the Balance of the State were done using surveys primarily collected at 
locations where people receive services. All of the count efforts around the state, along with the 
model, indicate that there were over 20,000 people in Georgia who were homeless at a single 
Point-In-Time (a one-night snap shot) during the last week in January.   
 
The homeless count surveys collected in January 2008 also 
included a question about the length of time that people had 
been homeless.  Using a weighted average of those responses 
provides an estimate of over 75,000 people who experience 
homelessness in Georgia at some time during one year.  
 
 
 
 

2008 Georgia Homeless Census 

# 
2007 Sheltered -- Census 8,355

2008 Unsheltered -- 
Predictive Model (from '07 
and '08 counts) 12,058

Total 20,413

Point-In-Time



 

 
 
 
                                                                                        
 

      Audit Report 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For a copy of the Audit Report, please contact the Georgia Department of Community Affairs,  
State Housing Trust Fund for the Homeless at 404.679.4940. 
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